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A NEW GENUS AND SPECILES OF
NEOTROPICAL TORSEFLY
(DIFTERA: TABANIDAL)®

By (5. L. Famcinno
Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, Panama, R, de 1

The Neatropival Tabanidae are remarkable for the number ol
Bivarre forms which have developed, especially in che ribe [ha-
chlorini, OF the 146 generic names proposed at one time or anatlier
w include Neotrapical Tabanidae, 63 were praposed for Dhiachlorini,
The martality rate among these names has been high, sl conserva-
five students of the family will probably recognize hardly halr of
these as useful. The proposal of another new genus in this fauna
may thus appear somewhat foolhardy; nevercheless, the subject of
this note presents a so far unigue combination of characters which
disturhs current ideas zs to relacionships within the Tribe,

Chuerbetia gen. nov,

Fyes bare, apparently with green bands in lite, Frons Lresad, less
than 1wize as Tigh as basal width, swith bassl callus as wide as frons.
Vertex with vestives of acelli,  Antennae with fivst segent very
sreatly inflated and shiny, second segment short and norsl, thid
sepment lacking in the only known specimen. Proboscis with theca
and labella extensively scleratized and shiny. Wing venation normal,
the subepaulet or basicosta lacking strong setae. Abdomen with
second segment narrowed, giving wasp-waisted appearance,  Legs
without hind tibial spurs or hind tibial fringes. The name is an
anagram of that of Dro Joseph Beguaerr and is masculine. Type
and sole species of the menus, Chaerbefin bequacesi no 5py described
belowe.

Ouerhetia beguaerti o, s,

A blackish wasp-like insect swith greatly inflared and shiny sub-
callus and basal anteanal segments, constricted abdomen and wings
with anterior hialf Black.

M anwseript yecerved by e editar Tupe 10, THGT.
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19657 Falrefitd — Neatropioal $orsefly [R5

Female, Lengeh, 14 mo, of wing, 12 mon Fyes bave, Fliovs
revive the eve pattern were not whallv swecessful, bur sugeest cha
the eve was probably green with two narrow parallel transverss
dark bands. Frons slightly higher than basal width, navrowel above,
Callus Wlack, RETLGTT |1|_'415']_1,' fi]]iug_:{ loweer half of frons, and leaving
e twen small chinly vellowish pollingse teiangular areas separasing
callus from the wholly black and shiny verrex. Vestiges of three acelli
dAre ‘.J*\Ihl{“ L‘.JL'J.*I.’E i []'L(L |cnl.'|;:' I1'|i33"gi-1'| (]f :|1|_- ;—;]‘lin:.' H1ER .;:r vEriex E‘:ll?]-
callus greatly inflated, black and shiny, with a strong medin groove
dividing it inro two hemispherical Talves. Fronro-clypeos and genae
thinly vellowizsh pollinose, with g roughly wineglass-shaped bare area
in center of dronto-clypeos, and large bare pacches on genge, b
baze arens dark brown o black, First antennal segmenes enonmoasly
inffated, black and shiny with sparse long hairs al base and on ventral
surface, Secod segment black and shinv, nor ioflated, with o strong
dorsal spur and mowerous black hairs. Thind segment missing. Pali
black, subshiny, black-haived dorsally, Tonger ventral haivs brownish
vellew,  Proboscis Black, the theca and a broad basal strip of labella
selerotized. shiny,

Mesanotum blackizh in ;_{Ttlur'ld calor, .iu]‘):—'J'li-n;- Loe l]li:'||3.' ey |'"':|l-
bwgse, with the sides and humernl enllosicies reddish, aul a pair of

dull reddish dorsolateral seripes, Vestiture of sparse black hairs with
some reddish brown hatrs accentuating the dorsolateral stripes, Pleura

Elackish legwn, thinly srey pollinose, sparsely dack-haired. Scurellum

basal thirds of all obiae wellowish white, white-haired, the cars
‘_\'I."‘”.fr'l.'. Fl.:l':l :'u'f']]r:l'u\'-l'liii.i.'l'il. ‘\-I'] hl”l:,:l tl“ll:llrli 1‘1'i!|g('. :\El:l ﬁ]}lll'ﬁ 0 hi]‘ni.
tibiae. Wing as fgured, the basicosta bare, the dark portions deep
Breawnish black, the clesr porcons vellowish tinged,

Abdomen  slender, the second  semment slighely narrowed,  the
terpites dark brown, their posterior marging very narcowly vellowish,
Vestiture of thin e
vellewish, withour noticeable patrern, Venrer as dorsal surface, ex-
copt thar first four scernites are more densely white-haired, ffth and

hopruinosicy and sparvse hates, mised hlack and

15

sucremling sternites dark reddish-haired.
Huolarype Tfemale, Tingn Maria (Rie Huallaga) Peru, oo AL,
¥l s
Auvg oy, lee, Weyranch. In Museum of Comparative Zoology,
£ b £ ]
The abdomen s intact, though detached and gloed taoa card below the

Exmeasaroy o Foave 20

lf_'::'ra.g'.l'.!:-'.-'!.:{.' ||:l."u:l.'.'.r/.‘.-'r.I'.'.r n. s Fig, 1. Head in side view. Fig. 2, Frons and
hasal antennal segments, Fig 50 Wing.,



Tuh Fryidre [1}ecember

specimen,  One wing was also so glued, but has been mounted o
Fuparal on a microscope shide. The generic name is an anagram of
that of [} Joseph Bequacr:, to whom this remarkable genes and
its incheded species are respectfully dedicated,

The relationships of this genus appear to be closest to Seanthocera,
with which it agrees in generzl facies, wing gattern, shape of frons,
ete., but from which it differs mest markedly o the ioflated sub-
allus and firse antennal seomenrs, The lack of teominal antennal
zeoments in the only  known specimen makes derailed comparizon
nnprafitable. The anlv other genera of Neotropical "Dabaninas with
such inflated  first antennal segments are Solbedimyie Big, and
Olapeima Fad, From Selfedimyie the preseat geous differs in wasp-
Like fascies, different wing pattern, shiny areas on frontoclypeus and
genae, lack of inflated tibiac or hind tilval fringe, novaal venation
iR 2 + 3 ot bhent abruptlv forward}, and presence of marked
'.'l_':ct:'g:::c of acelli,  From l!’)r’)fu'.-r.'.lm it difiers in much greaner .\'j?,f.'_.
apelmn being o tiny Tabanid less than 7 own, long, i not having
the crassveins praminently clouded, and in having shiny infazed
palps and sclerotized theea and [abella of the proboscis,

Flopeizeg appears to be an extreme development of tendencies fore.
shadowed i certain species of Stensinbanas, ez e Fadyfon Fehld,,
which have the first antennal segments bare and shine, though very
Lisle inflazed, Trowould appear thar development of the greacly in-
Maced basal antennal scgments has taken place udependently in these
three genera of Diachlariei, and iz unlikely to be of phylogenetic

ﬁi_ﬂ_’nf feance.,



	p1.jpg
	p2.jpg
	p3.jpg
	p4.jpg

